[Is ultrasound screening for ovarian cancer possible in 1998?].
Ovarian cancer is the most common cause of gynecologic cancer death, as most patients present with advanced disease, in which the prognosis is poor. Five year-survival is only 35% for all stages, while it exceeds 90% in stage I. Consequently, there has been heightened interest in the development of screening modalities that can detect ovarian cancer at an early stage to reduce the mortality of this disease. Unfortunately, transvaginal sonography and color Doppler imaging still have a high false positive rate and low specificity increasing the number of surgical procedures, even among women with a strong family history of ovarian cancer. Psychological impact and economical cost has also to be discussed when considering such programs.